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The purpose of this exhibit is to explore some little known history of Lafayette,
Colorado.

In the 1920’s & 30’s the City of Lafayette, like most cities in the country, experienced
prejudice and racism between whites and non-whites. In Lafayette, non-whites were
predominately Latinos. In Lafayette’s early days Latinos moved to the area to work as
coal miners, farmers, and ranchers. They made up as much as 20% of the Lafayette
community. Latino residents also became business owners, civic leaders, veterans,
soldiers, and students.
Like much of the United States, Lafayette and surrounding areas were also populated
with hate groups such as the Ku Klux Klan. While we often think of the KKK as
targeting African Americans, they also opposed many other groups of people. With
relatively few African American families, if any, in Lafayette at this time, the Klan
focused their attention on the Latinos and Catholics in the community.
In 1934, the City asked community members to donate money and construction
supplies to build the first public swimming pool in Lafayette, Even though Latinos
donated both, when it opened for use, the Lafayette Volunteer Fire Department, who
managed the pool, posted a sign stating “White Trade Only.”
With strong conviction, a group of Lafayette Latinos, led by 34-year-old Rose Lovato
Lueras, sued their city, the mayor, and the fire department to uphold their 14th
Amendment Rights. Lafayette is not unique in the incidence of racism, but this early
call for equal civil rights is remarkable. Mrs. Lueras’s story, and the story of Lafayette’s
Latinos, should be shared.
This is their story.

Though often used interchangeably in American English, Hispanic and Latino have slightly different
ranges of meaning. Hispanic, from the Latin word for "Spain," refers to Spain and its history and culture.
Since the 1980s, Latino has come to be much more prevalent. For some, Latino is a term of ethnic pride,
evoking the broad mix of Latin American peoples, while Hispanic, tied etymologically to Spain rather
than the Americas, has distasteful associations with conquest and colonization.
From: "Hispanic," The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. TheFreeDictionary.com

Historical Context

The area of what we now know as Colorado was inhabited long
before it was colonized by Europeans. Stone tools from 13,000 years
ago were discovered recently in Boulder. Artifacts dating from 6000
B.C and 1500 A.D. have been found on the banks of Rock Creek on
land formerly owned by Lafayette’s founder, Mary Miller, and her
family. In 1942, archaeologist Ronald L. Ives documented an ancient
Native American trail system that spanned across Boulder County
and beyond.
When colonization of the Americas by the Portuguese and Spanish
Empires started in the late 15th and 16th centuries, Spaniards began
exploring what is now the south and southwest of the United States.
The Spanish Empire attempted to control this territory by
establishing missions and military posts to colonize indigenous
peoples and extract resources for trade and expansion. Under
colonial rule, New Spain, with its capital in Mexico City, found it
hard to fully settle and control its northernmost territories, due to
distance and the strength of indigenous communities.
When Mexico won its independence from Spain in 1821, its territory
included what are now the states of Texas, California, Nevada, Utah,
and New Mexico, and parts of Arizona, Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas,
and Oklahoma.

The Changing Waters:
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, officially titled the Treaty of Peace,
Friendship, Limits and Settlement between the United States of
America and the Mexican Republic, was signed on February 2, 1848,
between the United States and Mexico and marked the end of the
Mexican–American War (1846–1848). A vast acquisition of land from
Mexico to the U.S. in connection with that treaty included all or parts
of California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and
Colorado. When the treaty went into effect on July 4, 1848, people
who lived in what had been the northern part of the Republic of
Mexico, became U.S. citizens. As some historians have noted, “The
border had crossed them; they did not cross the border.” The treaty
changed the maps, but the people in towns and communities across
the southwest remained.

The border had crossed them;
they did not cross the border.

"

"

We should not be afraid to criticize and condemn
that which is inexcusable. . . . On behalf of the
State of Colorado, I want to apologize. We will
not run from this history.
~Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper

"
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Inexcusable Action: Sand Creek Massacre
Colorado was the traditional territory of Ute, Southern Cheyenne, and Arapaho
Tribes. In the Boulder County area, members of the Arapaho Tribe made residence
every winter. In the 1840s and 1850s, however, miners and white settlers began
arriving in Colorado, leading to increasing conflict with indigenous people.

In 1864, after months of tension, the Cheyenne and Arapaho were offered a treaty
by the U.S. Army. A large group from those tribes camped at Sand Creek, east of
Colorado Springs, where they had been advised to go for their safety. At U.S. Army
Colonel John Chivington's request, they surrendered their weapons at Fort Lyons.
The Cheyenne Chief Black Kettle flew an American flag and a white flag of truce
above his tent.
Colorado Governor Evans raised a 100-Day Militia (Cavalry) on August 13, 1864. On
November 19, Colonel Chivington and 675 members of the Colorado U.S. Volunteer
Cavalry gathered near Sand Creek from all across the state. They attacked the
peaceful group of Native Americans, killing over 230 women, children, and men
who were predominately elders. Hundreds more were wounded or mutilated.
Cavalry members from the Boulder County area, 3rd Regiment, D Company, were
under the direction of Captain David H. Nichols and included Granville J. Berkeley,
Morse H. Coffin, Onsville C. Coffin, Williams H. Dickens, Lewis H. Dickson, Henry C.
Foster, and George D. Harmon. Members of these families were among the early
settlers of Lafayette, Louisville, Longmont, Boulder, and other Front Range
communities and went on to establish their families and legacies.
On December 3, 2014, Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally apologized to
the descendants of Sand Creek Massacre victims gathered in Denver to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the event. Hickenlooper stated: “We should
not be afraid to criticize and condemn that which is inexcusable. . . . On behalf of
the State of Colorado, I want to apologize. We will not run from this history.”

View of Lafayette from a mine tipple; photo courtesy of Lafayette Historical Society

White Settlers in Eastern Boulder County
DeLafayette Miller and his wife Mary (Foote) Miller came to Colorado in 1863, as
pioneers from Iowa. They settled in Boulder County, bringing the first mechanical
thresher to the area. Miller was hired to do threshing for various farmers including
Morse H. Coffin near Lyons, CO.

In 1888, Mary Miller founded the City of Lafayette, named after her late husband, who
died in 1878 at age 38, probably of complications due to over-consumption of alcohol.
Once the city was founded, she sought to develop Lafayette’s wealth by creating the
city’s first bank. It is believed that she was the country’s first female bank president.
Known as the Mother of Lafayette, she was committed to building the community
through community organizations, political parties, religious institutions, and
promoting temperance. She was a member of the Lafayette Good Templars, the
Prohibition Party of Colorado, the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, and formed
the Law and Order League, a political group in Lafayette. The Millers had six children.
Two of the children, Frank and Amelia, died while they were young. The surviving
children were George (a farmer), James, Thomas (the town’s first Mayor, who died in a
mining accident), and Charles.
Other family connections include Lafayette’s younger sister Sarah, who was married
to George Church, of the Church Ranch area. James Foote, Mary’s brother, settled the
Rock Creek area with Dr. James Dow and Thomas Lindsey. Mary’s uncle David Kerr,
settled the land now known as the Mayhoffer farm, southwest of Lafayette. Lafayette’s
younger sister Alpharetta married Junius Berkely, a Boulder lawyer, who was son of
Granville Berkley. The younger Berkley was a member of Sand Creek's 3rd Regiment,
Company D, a Boulder judge, and founder of the Colorado Democratic Party.

Latinos in Lafayette

Many Latino residents of Boulder County between 1900 and 1940 trace their families back to
Northern New Mexico or Southern Colorado. By 1930, there were at least 29 Latino households
in Lafayette, and of the people in those homes, only 9 men and 5 women were born in Mexico.
The rest were born in Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, or another state. In 1935, the school census
reports that 85% of mothers of Latino students and 78% of their fathers were born in the United
States. The majority of Lafayette’s Latinos were therefore United States citizens.
The U.S. Census in 1900 and 1910 did not record any Latino families in Lafayette. In 1912, Joseph
Garfield Borrego and his wife Emiliana Bustos Borrego moved to Lafayette, and they became one
of the early Latino families in the community. Mr. Borrego was a coal miner, farmer, and
rancher, raising cattle and chicken. Mrs. Borrego sold eggs and fresh cheese in town.
Latinos and Anglos went to school together, lived in neighborhoods together, and worked
together. Lafayette's Latinos were Catholic, most had large families, and nearly all the men
worked either as miners or in the fields.

In 1935, the school census reports that 85% of
mothers of Latino students and 78% of their
fathers were born in the United States.
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Romaldo Razo &
Carmen Ramirez Razo

Eyhel (Ethel) Rivera Duran, Isabelle Rivera
Salazar, Jose Benito Salazar, & James Duran

Joseph (Blue Corn) Eusebio Martinez &
Pauline Baltierras Martinez, 1937

Abelina Muñoz

Emiliana Bustos Borrego &
Joseph Garfield Borrego

Jose, Juan, Francisco & Manuel Diaz,
almost lynched in 1911, after a fight during a strike
casi linchados después de una pelea durante una huelga en 1911

Eulalia Britt, Maximilliano Tafoya, Julianita Tafoya

Clofes & Juan Francisco Archuleta

Latinos in Lafayette

Lafayette’s early families included Díaz (1911), Borrego (1912), Razo (1916), Muñoz
(1918), Silva (1920), Rosales (1920), Duarte (1922), Baltierras (1923), Martinez (1925),
Ortega (1926), Salazar (1927), and Abeyta (1928). Other families moving into Lafayette
by the 1930’s included Amaya (Anaya), Anchonda, Archuleta, Atuna, Calvo, Candelario,
Casillas, Casias, Centura, Chavez, Cordova, Del Soglio, Dominguez, Duran, Espinoza,
Fernandez, Gallegos, Garcia, Gomez, Gurule, Hernandez, Jaramillo, Lopez, Lueras,
Lucero, Maes, Manzanares, Mares, Mondragon, Montez, Montoya, Olquin, Padilla, Paleo,
Peña, Pendue, Rampa, Rivera, Rodriquez (Rodriguez), Roybal, Sanchez, Santistevan,
Saragosa (Zaragoza), Sena, Serrano, Servey, Sisneros, Suarez, Tafoya, Torres, Trujillo,
Valdez, Valenzuela, Vallejos, and Velasco.

Latinos de Lafayette

Las primeras familias de Lafayette incluían a los Díaz (1911), Borrego (1912), Razo
(1916), Muñoz (1918), Silva (1920), Rosales (1920), Duarte (1922), Baltierras (1923),
Martinez (1925), Ortega (1926), Salazar (1927), y Abeyta (1928). Otras familias que
llegaron a Lafayette en la década de 1930 incluían a Amaya (Anaya), Anchonda,
Archuleta, Atuna, Calvo, Candelario, Casillas, Casias, Centura, Chavez, Cordova, Del
Soglio, Dominguez, Duran, Espinoza, Fernandez, Gallegos, Garcia, Gomez, Gurule,
Hernandez, Jaramillo, Lopez, Lueras, Lucero, Maes, Manzanares, Mares, Mondragon,
Montez, Montoya, Olquin, Padilla, Paleo, Peña, Pendue, Rampa, Rivera, Rodriquez
(Rodriguez), Roybal, Sanchez, Santistevan, Saragosa (Zaragoza), Sena, Serrano,
Servey, Sisneros, Suarez, Tafoya, Torres, Trujillo, Valdez, Valenzuela, Vallejos, y
Velasco.

Bubbling Under the Surface:
Ku Klux Klan in Lafayette

The Ku Klux Klan was founded in 1866, in Tennessee. By the 1920’s the Klan had 4
million members nationwide. The Klan had close ties to the Good Templars, the
Prohibition Party of Colorado, and the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The
Klan was active in the southwestern United States, including Colorado. The main
Klan newspaper was published in Boulder. On October 25, 1916, the film Birth of a
Nation (aka The Clansman) was shown at Lafayette's Jewel Theater. Lafayette's
Klavern was founded on July 4, 1923, on Blue Ribbon Hill. Some reports document
that 1000 members from around the region met and burned crosses in Lafayette.
The local Klan reportedly had 100-200 members including city councilors, the
mayor, school board members, teachers, firemen, and church pastors. Frank and
Fay (Lafayette) Miller, grandson of Mary and DeLafayette Miller, were prominent
members of the Klan.
The Lafayette Fire Department invited Ben Stapleton, Mayor of Denver and Colorado
Klan leader, as a guest speaker for a celebration in 1924, where 3000 gathered in the
town park, later the site of the Lafayette swimming pool. The Klan swept many state
and local elections in 1925.
The Klan was highly visible in
Lafayette. Fay Miller was known to
lead KKK marches, on his white
horse. One Lafayette resident
remembered seeing hundreds of
Klansmen marching from the town
park, going south on Public Road and
east on Geneseo. They were all
wearing the Klan uniform of a long
white robe and pointed head
covering that concealed who they
were. The Klan burned crosses at
various times across the community
into the 1930s. In interviews,
Lafayette residents remember
crosses burning at the Catholic
Church, 304 E. Chester Street, 106 W.
Geneseo St., the 300 block of East
Cannon Street, and 110 W. Simpson
Street among other locations.
Klan members and others at an event in Lafayette;
photo courtesy of Lafayette Historical Society

State Mine 1927; photo courtesy of Lafayette Historical Society

The Rising Tide: Tensions Run High

A number of factors contributed to building tension in Colorado. Labor disputes
included the Long Strike of coal miners and the Sugar Beet Strike. Financial stress
during the Great Depression affected everyone. Racial ill will continued to build between
Latinos and Anglo Americans. Tensions were high and the community was suffering.
The Columbine Mine Strike began on October 18, 1927. Although the Ludlow Massacre
had happened in 1914, the conditions for miners had not improved much. The earlier
strikes were led by the United Mine Workers (UMW) and later by the Industrial Workers
of the World (IWW). 10,000 miners walked off the job across Colorado for three days in
September. A month later, 8,400 walked out and 113 mines were forced to close. The
strike lasted months, taking a toll on miners and communities.
One defining moment happened on November 21, 1927, at the Columbine Mine
Massacre, in Serene, Colorado. Serene was a mining camp located just east of Lafayette.
The mine operators brought in militia troops, who fired on a large group of protesters.
Six miners from Lafayette, Louisville, and Erie were killed and another 60 people
injured.
In the midst of this regional turmoil, the Stock Market crashed on October 29, 1929, and
led to the Great Depression. This took an already financially tenuous region into harder
times, placing additional strain on the situation of laborers.
With many unemployed and out of work, Boulder County Commissioners passed a
resolution for Repatriation and Deportation of Mexicans on May 18, 1932. Repatriation
was common throughout the southwest, especially in California. This resolution offered
free transportation to Mexican citizens who were unemployed and wanted to return to
Mexico. In 1936, the Governor closed Colorado's southern border to Mexicans and
ordered the deportation of people with Latino names. Some of those sent out in both
years were probably from Boulder County.

Latinos Resist Racism Regionally

Lafayette wasn’t the only community experiencing the racism of the era.
Greeley had a large area of company housing built by Great Western Sugar in 1924, outside
the main town to house the Latino sugar beet workers whose labor was essential to the
company’s success. Most of them came from northern New Mexico or Mexico, bringing their
families. The town also had many segregated businesses. In 1927, Mexicans filed a civil rights
case against restaurant owners for refusing to serve them. They also organized a boycott of
businesses that displayed “White Trade Only” signs.
In Longmont, where the Ku Klux Klan was very active and had taken control of local
government, “There was a showdown sometime in the 1920s between the Klan and a group of
Mexican men. The Klan’s rallies were held on the southeast corner of Third Avenue and
Martin, which was then an open field. At one nighttime meeting, dozens of armed Latino men
appeared. They warned the Klan that if any one of them was harmed, all of them would
respond.
The spokesperson for the group was Jose Hilario Cortez, the informal head of Longmont’s
Latino community, a person to whom local Spanish-speakers turned for advice and help.” This
episode was described in 2013 by Oli Olivas Duncan, Cortez’s granddaughter.

KKK Meeting West of Boulder

J.H. Cortez as an older man

Diving into One Family’s Story:
The Lueras Family

Santiago and Rose Lovato Lueras lived at 304 E. Chester Street in Lafayette. Santiago and
Rose were U.S. citizens; Santiago served in the Army in World War I and became a coal
miner upon his return home. They had two children, Leonard, born in 1920, and Rosebelle,
born in 1922. Sadly, in 1930, Leonard died at the age of 10, from whooping cough. Santiago
had previously worked at a mine in Primero, west of Trinidad, Colorado. Other family
members lived a few blocks away: David C. and Mabel Lueras (at 309 E. Emma) and David H.
and Emma Lueras (at 310 E. Emma). Both men were also coal miners.

Santiago y Rose Lueras Wedding Photo, courtesy Vargas Family

Santiago Lueras Employment Record and Rose Lueras Signature;
Public record

Leonard & Rosebelle Lueras; courtesy Vargas Family

Testing the Waters: Lafayette Builds a Swimming Pool
Lafayette Town Board and Lions Club launched a campaign to build a swimming pool for
children and young people, modeled after Longmont’s Sunset Municipal Pool. Frank
Miller surveyed the land. When the Civil Works Administration (CWA) and City funds to
build the pool came up short, many people in town donated money, supplies, or labor.
The D.H. Lueras family, for example, contributed 10 sacks of cement. Construction began
in 1933.
The swimming pool opened on Tuesday, July 31, 1934. According to records, it was, to
date, the second hottest July in all of Colorado history. It was also one of the driest Julys,
in a time when water was already scarce. The pool must have been a highly anticipated
recreation site.
Although the pool was built with public funds and citizen contributions, the Lafayette
Town Board (City Council) turned its operation over to
the (private) Lafayette Volunteer Fire Department. In
fact, the Town Board proposed leasing the pool to the
Fire Department as early as May 1934, months before
it opened.
Shortly after opening, a sign stating “White trade only”
was posted at the pool gate. The sign was painted by
fireman Henry Mathias. Members of the Fire
Department denied members of the Lueras family
and other Latino families entrance to swim in the pool.
FIREMEN’S POOL
We reserve the right to reject any or all
persons without cause. White trade only.
LAFAYETTE FIRE DEPARTMENT

"

"

Uncharted Waters: Civil Rights on Trial
When Rose Lueras and her daughter Rosebelle and other Latino children were denied
entrance to the pool, Rose organized Lafayette’s Latino residents, who raised money and
hired a lawyer to file a discrimination lawsuit against the City of Lafayette and the Fire
Department. The suit was filed August 13, 1934. Twenty-five other families joined the suit
to fight for their rights. The plaintiffs included D.H. Lueras, D.C. Lueras, Santiago Lueras,
Tony Sisneros, L.B. Rodriquez, Mrs. Valdez, Cruz Gallegos, Jose Trujillo, Sam Roybal,
Woberto Chavez, Abe Abeyta, David Salazar, Louis Manzanares, Joe Manzanares, Mr. Gillen,
Bill Manzanares, Louis Chavez, Jose Tafoya, Ramon Peña, Levi Riviera, Garfield Borrego,
Don Tafoya, Jose Medrano, Pablo Rivera, and Eliseo Fernandez.
The plaintiffs knew how to
work together, as most of the
men were members of the coal
miners’ union and had
participated in recent strikes.
The petition asserted that the
defendants had conspired
together to deny Latinos the
right to use the swimming
pool, contrary to provisions of
the Fourteenth Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, the Bill
of Rights in Colorado’s
Constitution, and a 1921
Colorado Civil Rights Statute.

The pool closed while the case
worked its way through the
courts.

Living in Lafayette: Plaintiffs who
Joined the Lawsuit
The plaintiffs fight for their rights.

Twenty-five residents of Lafayette signed as plaintiffs in the lawsuit. They were
veterans of World War I, coal miners, union members, mothers, fathers, and
community members. Some of their children, who were denied access to the
pool, went on to be veterans of World War II and the Korean War.

Plaintiffs
(not pictured on this panel)
Demandantes (no fotografiados)

D. H. Lueras
Don Tafoya
Jose Medrano
Garfield Borrego
L. B Rodgriguez
Joe Manzanares
Ramon Peña
Mrs. Valdez
Mr. Gillen

Santiago & Rose Lueras

Viviendo en Lafayette: demandantes
que se unieron a la demanda

Los demandantes luchan por sus derechos.

Veinticinco residentes de Lafayette firmaron como demandantes en la demanda.
Eran veteranos de la Primera Guerra Mundial, mineros del carbón, miembros de
sindicatos, madres, padres y miembros de la comunidad. Algunos de los niños, a
quienes se les negó el acceso a la piscina, pasaron a ser veteranos de la Segunda
Guerra Mundial y la Guerra de Corea.

David Lueras

Louis & Martha Manzanares

Abel Abeyta

Eliseo Fernandez

Cruz Gallegos

Pablo Rivera & his family; pictured with car 1935
Pablo Rivera y su familia; fotografiado con coche 1935

Guillermo (Bill) & Lugarda Mazanares

Tony Sisneros

Angelita & Levi Rivera

August 15, 1934

Waters Reach a Boiling Point: Threats of Violence
During the late summer and fall of 1934, after the pool's brief opening, the temperature was
not the only thing rising. Racial tensions were flaring. On August 22, less than two weeks after
Rose Lueras and the other Latinos filed their civil rights suit, The Journal of Boulder reported
that the Klan marched in Lafayette. The conflict drew attention from outside the state. The Salt
Lake Tribune noted in mid-August, “Swimming Pool Built by CWA Raises Race Row.”
The Town of Lafayette held a Labor Day Celebration on September 3, 1934, complete with two
dances, one for “Mexicans” and one for the rest of town. The Louisville Times reported that the
Boulder County Sheriff shut down the Mexican dance due to fistfights. When Mexicans were
turned away from the other dance, officers used tear gas to disperse the crowd.
On September 22, 1934, the Board of Trustees (City Council) of the Town of Lafayette held a
special meeting, including members Kemp, Mathias, Lumley, Lewis, and Berry. They proposed
to purchase a riot gun, tear gas, shot gun shells, and “billies” for “the protection of the town.”
While they did not mention the Latino suit, the timing of the purchase raises questions.
Looking back at the record of events in the mid 1930’s, it appears that things were happening
quickly. However, people living in the community at that time may have felt differently.
Meanwhile, the attorneys for the City were busy filing motions to dismiss, and the court case
dragged into 1935. The pool remained closed.

Las aguas alcanzan el punto de ebullición:
Amenazas de violencia

Durante finales de verano y otoño de 1934, después de la breve apertura de la piscina., la
temperatura no era lo único que aumentaba. Las tensiones raciales estaban estallando. El 22 de
agosto, menos de dos semanas despues de que Rose Lueras y los otros latinos pusieran la demanda
contra los derechos humanos, El Diario de Boulder reporto que el Klan marchaba en Lafayette. El
conflicto llamó la atención de afuera del estado. El Salt Lake Tribune comunicó: “Piscina
construida por la CWA empeora la pelea entre razas”.
La ciudad de Lafayette organizó una celebración por el día del trabajo el 3 de septiembre de 1934,
complementada con dos bailes: uno para los “mexicanos” y otro para el resto de la ciudad. El
periódico The Louisville Times comunicó que el alguacil del condado de Boulder canceló el baile
mexicano debido a que hubo peleas a puñetazos. Cuando se les negó la entrada a los mexicanos en
el otro baile, los oficiales usaron gas lacrimógeno para dispersar a la multitud.
El 22 de septiembre de 1934, la Junta de Síndicos (Concejo Municipal) de la Ciudad de Lafayette
mantuvo una reunión especial que incluyó a Kemp, Mathias, Lumley, Lewis y Berry. Ellos
propusieron comprar una escopeta antidisturbios, gas lacrimógeno, cartuchos de escopeta y
“cachiporras” para “proteger la ciudad”. Si bien no mencionaron la demanda legal de los latinos, el
momento de la compra plantea dudas. Analizando los registros de los eventos de mediados de la
década de 1930, pareciera que todo ocurría de manera rápida. Sin embargo, vivir en la comunidad
en ese momento puede haberse sentido de otra manera.
Mientras tanto, los abogados defensores de la ciudad estaban ocupados presentando mociones
para que se desestimara la causa y ésta se pospuso hasta 1935. La piscina permaneció cerrada.

Seeking Safe Ground

Tragedy strikes the Lueras family.
Sometime in later 1934 or early in 1935, a
cross was burned at Rose and Santiago’s
home at 304 E. Chester Street. Presumably
because of the hostility, Rose and her
daughter, Rosebelle, left Lafayette to stay
in California while awaiting the trial.
Before the case came to court, however,
Rose was struck and killed by a delivery
truck in June 1935, as she crossed the street
in Santa Monica, near the home where
they were living.
Rosebelle’s grandsons, Mark and Ken,
recall Grandma Rosie telling them that she
witnessed her mother’s death in California
before she returned home to live with her
father, Santiago, on Chester Street.

June 17, 1935

Swimming On Without Their Captain:
The Case Moves On
Rose Lueras, the lead plaintiff, was killed in a tragic
accident.

The defense attorney tried to have the court case dismissed. However, the case
continued without her.
The case wasn’t heard in Boulder District Court until July 11, 1935, when
plaintiffs and defendants appeared in court to testify. Even though there were
25 plaintiffs listed on the original complaint, by the time the trial came, Latino
witnesses were hesitant to testify.
Each Latino testimony was prefaced with the sworn oath, that he or she:

is a resident and citizen of the United States of
America, and State of Colorado, and that his
ancestors were prior to the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, same being a convention and treaty
between the United States of America and the
Mexican Republic, also known as the United
States of Mexico, citizens of the Mexican Republic
and became citizens of the United States of
America by terms of said treaty; that your
affiant is a native born citizen of the United
States.

"

"

Swimming Against the Tide
Twenty-three days after Rose Lueras died in
California, the case was heard in Boulder District
Court on July 11, 1935. Defense attorneys
Hutchinson and Goss moved to dismiss the case
against the city and Fire Department because Rose
Lueras, the lead plaintiff, had died. However,
presiding Judge Claude C. Coffin allowed Rosebelle
—then aged 13—to testify on behalf of her mother.
There was extensive testimony from volunteer
firemen and Lafayette City Councilmen as well as
members of the Latino community. The following
testimonies are excerpted from the trial
transcript.

Rosebelle Lueras, courtesy Vargas Family
TESTIMONY OF ROSEBELLE LUERAS
Rosebelle Lueras, cortesía Familia Vargas
Rosebelle Lueras, called as a witness by plaintiffs, testified:
That she is the daughter of Rose Lueras, former plaintiff in this case; that she was
present with her mother the third day of the opening of the pool.
Q. (By Mr. Prentice) did you and your mother make any demand there on anyone for
permission to swim in that pool?
A. Yes, sir.
Objection by Mr. Hutchinson: “We object, if the Court please, unless he ties it to these six
plaintiffs.”
Overruled by the Court.
The witness testified that her mother talked to Zeke Baldick, who was at the gate; that
her mother asked him where the gate was to pay admission; that he, Zeke Baldick,
answered, “I’m sorry, but I can’t let you in. You can go in to watch.” That her mother
said, “Well why can’t we go in?”; that he said, “We don’t allow the Spanish-American or
Mexicans to go in to swim.” That her mother asked that she, the daughter, be permitted
to swim there; that she was refused. That at the time of the refusal there were people
swimming in the pool. That she made no second demand to swim.
Cross-Examination by Mr. Hutchinson
Witness testified that Zeke Baldick was the man her mother asked to allow her to swim;
that she did not know what day of the week it was. That she did not know whether the
other people around the gate were members of the Fire Department. That Clyde Reed
was there. That her mother did not expect to go in to swim and that she did not ask for
herself, but that she asked for her, the witness.

Redirect Examination by Mr. Prentice Q. But she did ask that you be permitted to
swim there? A. Yes, sir.”
Other Latinos who testified about being turned away from the swimming pool included
John Ortega, John Lueras, Joe Trujillo, Don Tafoya, Sam Reyval (Roybal), L.B. Rodriques
(Rodriguez), Eddie Abeyta, and Tobia Gomez.

Joe Mathias, both a City Councilman and a Fireman, was called to testify.
TESTIMONY OF JOE MATHIAS
Joe Mathias, called as a witness by the plaintiffs, testified: That he
was a City Councilman during July and August of the year 1934,
and a member of the Board of Trustees. That the Mayor suggested
the pool be leased to the Firemen. That a motion was made to this
effect at a Board meeting by Mr. Lewis and seconded by Joe Mathias
Q. (by Mr. Prentice:) Was there any discussion of any reason for
leasing it to the firemen at that time?
A. Yes, it was to keep all disputes down.
Q. What? A. To keep all the troubles down.
Q. What troubles? A. Well, in respect to the Mexican people, I guess,
as I could get it
Q. Was there anything said about doing that for the purpose of
keeping the Mexicans from using the pool?
A. Yes, there was.
Q. Who said that? A. Well, all of us said it. Not all, but three of four
of us there.
Q. The Mayor among them? A. Yes, sir.
Q. And other members of the Council? A. Yes, sir.

Joe Mathias, Lafayette City Councilman and Volunteer Fireman
Joe Mathias, concejal de la ciudad de Lafayette y bombero voluntario

That the witness Joe Mathias further testified that he saw the sign “Firemen’s Pool. We reserve all
right to reject any or all persons without cause. White trade only. Lafayette Fire Department”; that he
did not protest against the same. That a committee to take charge of the swimming pool was named a
meeting of the Firemen’s Association prior to the opening of the pool consisting of, among other,
Tommy Chapman, Jack Maxwell, George Schneider and Zeke Baldick. That no one protested to him
about the use of the pool.

Frank Balek Fireman and chairman of the swimming pool committe, was called to
testify.
TESTIMONY OF FRANK BALEK
Frank Balek, called as a witness by the plaintiffs, testified: That he was a member of the Lafayette Fire
Department and was chairman of the swimming pool committee; that the swimming pool was open
to the general public July 31, 1934; that the town would not let them operate until they had insurance.
Q. (by Mr. Prentice) Mr. Balek, were you on the gate there at the pool three days after you opened it,
two or three days? A. I expect I was.
Q. Did you refuse to grant Mrs. Rose Lueras permission to use that pool.
Mr. Hutchinson: We object, as being immaterial. She is not a party to this action.
"Objection overruled."
A. (by Mr. Prentice) On account of what? A. Well, the sign at the pool said they wasn't going to leave
them people in the pool.
Q. You were then discriminating as an organization holding a lease on the property against all the
Spanish-American people in Lafayette, were you not? A. Yes, sir.
Q. You refused everybody that asked you that was Spanish-American? A. Yes, sir.
Redirect Examination by Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Balekk testified that Mrs. Lueras did not say she wanted to swim; was dressed in her best clothes.
Q. (by Mr. Prentice): She did ask if her daughter could? A. She asked if she could..
Q. And you refused. A. Yes, sir

Fate of the Pool in Lafayette

The empty swimming pool never reopened.

In December 1935, a committee of volunteer firemen requested the Lafayette Board of Trustees
(City Council) to repay $340 for money spent for the pool, which had discriminated against Latino
residents of Lafayette. The council agreed, again using city money to pay for the pool, which had
not been open to all.
May 5, 1936, the council decided to investigate converting the swimming pool into a recreation
field. The resolution passed on May 19, 1936. The pool was filled in with dirt and a baseball field
installed on top of it.
When the current Bob L. Burger Recreation Center was built on the same site in 1989, the city had
to spend $8,000 to dig out the old concrete. Sharon Martinez Stetson, the first Latina elected to
Lafayette’s City Council, helped with design elements of the pool built at the very same place from
which Latinos had been excluded more than 50 years prior.

Iniciado por Barry y secundado por Kemp que la ciudad reembolse
al Departamento de Bomberos con $ 340.00, esta es la cantidad de
dinero gastada en la piscina por tal Departamento Aprovado

Living in Lafayette: Latinos who Grew Up in Lafayette in the 1930's

Sally Salazar, Pearl Duarte, Alvia Manzanares,
Maggie Duarte

Dewey Tafoya, Jr.

Felix Borrego, Victor Tafoya, Angelita Rivera, Dolores Tafoya

Rosebelle
Lueras

Manuel Silva

Arthur Archuleta

Ben Abeyta

Manuel Baltierras

(l to r; I a D) Dave Manzanares, Maggie Durant Manzanares, Lloyd Martinez, Sally Salazar Martinez Bessie Manzanares, Bernabe Manzanares,
Marlene Manzanares, Elvia Manzanares Abeyta, Eddie Abeyta, Nettie Manzanares, Bill Manzanares

Henry Rosales

Viviendo en Lafayette: Latinos que crecieron en Lafayette en la década de 1930

Frank Archuleta, Sr.

Lincoln Atencio & Louis Manzanares

unknown name; nombre desconocido, Violet Espinoza, Patricia Espinoza, Ramon
Peña, Ben Espinoza, Cora Espinoza

Clyde Manzanares

Eddie Espinosa

Gil Abeyta, Ramona Abeyta, Eddie Abeyta, Abe Abeyta
Joseph Rivera

Johnny Rivera

John Ortega & Dave Manzanares Boxing Club;
Club de Boxeo de John Ortega y Dave Manzanares
Tony Muñoz

John "Kid Mex" Ortega

Eddie Borrego

Dead in the Water: The Verdict

In general, prior to the 1960's, courts rarely decided in favor of plaintiffs
seeking 14th Amendment rights; this court didn't either. In spite of Joe
Mathias and Frank Balek's testimony affirming they intended to keep Latinos
from using the pool, the District Court dismissed the case raised by the Latino
families. Judge Coffin ruled that the evidence submitted by the plaintiffs did
not warrant a judgment of discrimination against the defendants. But he
dismissed the suit rather than issuing a formal judicial Declaration about the
town’s responsibility so as not to “prejudice the plaintiffs” if they wished to
bring a criminal or civil action in the future.

"

Judge Coffin ended by noting that,

Race and color should not be made the
basis of discrimination. It is clearly, of
course, against our law and penalties are
provided, and more important than that,
it conduces to ill feeling in the community
that can't help but be detrimental.

"

The attorney for the plaintiffs, Mr. C.A. Prentice, filed an appeal reasserting
the 1895 Civil Rights Act of Colorado and the lawsuit continued. The Colorado
Supreme Court, presided over by Chief Justices Benjamin C. Hilliard, H.P.
Burke, and N.C. Bakke, heard the case early in 1937. The upper court agreed
that the plaintiffs had failed to substantiate their request for a Declaration
against the defendants. The Justices concurred that if Judge Coffin had issued
a formal Declaration based on the evidence submitted, he would have had to
conclude that “The town is not responsible.” The Justices commended Judge
Coffin for refraining from issuing such a Declaration. By simply dismissing
the case without ruling on its merits, he avoided making a judgment that
might have handicapped the plaintiffs in a future legal action. The higher
court also emphasized “the thoughtful suggestion . . of the trial judge that race
and color should not be made the basis of discrimination.”

The Latinos involved with the case never filed an
additional lawsuit.

The pool started out
with lily-white Anglo
girls and then boys,
and then Hispanics,
and then Black people
and then the
swimming pool would
get the water
changed.

"

"

Segregated Swimming in Denver

Lafayette was not the only place facing this type of segregation.
Description from Home-Grown Racism, “At the Curtis Street Public Bath House in Denver, the
pool was drained after the day that blacks swam so that the water would be clean for whites.”
As one witness described, “The pool started out with lily-white Anglo girls and then boys, and
then Hispanics, and then Black people and then the swimming pool would get the water
changed.”
The public swimming beach at Washington Park, Denver was also segregated, and an attempt
by African Americans in 1932 to integrate it led to violence. Description from Leonard and
Noel, Denver, 1990: “On an August afternoon in 1932, Denver's African Americans tried to
change things. Aided, the newspapers said, by Communists, 150 blacks, intent on integrating
Washington Park's bathing beach, gathered east of Smith Lake in south Denver, an
overwhelmingly white section of the city. Parks Manager Walter Lowry urged them to leave:
"You never before tried to use this beach." Safety Manager Carl Milliken warned, "If you go into
the lake you will be acting at your own peril." The blacks responded, "We're citizens, have your
cops protect us."
They then went swimming. Whites quickly left the water, armed themselves with sticks and
stones, and advanced on the newcomers who fled toward the trucks that had brought them.
When two trucks would not start, the blacks were pursued and beaten as nearly a thousand
onlookers watched. The police arrested 17 people—10 African Americans and 7 whites who had
encouraged the Blacks to assert their rights.
The Denver Post drew a moral from the riot—"The Communist menace in this country is
underestimated by many people"—and warned that "agitators can foment riots and cause
other disturbances resulting in human injury and property damage." African Americans also
learned from the confrontation. They had not been violent. The worst the Post could charge
one of them with was hurling a "vile epithet." Yet they were arrested while their attackers
went free. Still in the shadow of its Klan days of the 1920s, Denver was not ready to guarantee
liberty and justice for all.

Rose’s Family Moves Forward
Rosebelle Lueras married Leo Vargas and moved to Fort Lupton where they raised
their son Leonard, named after her brother, who had died as a child.
Leonard married Dorothy (Sailes) on June 28, 1958. Leonard was a butcher, and then
served as a mail carrier for the rest of his career. He never missed a day of work.
Leonard and Dorothy raised four children in Brighton: Mark, Ken, Jason, and Pilar.
Leonard and Dorothy have 8 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.
Rosabelle died in 1993. Her son Leonard died in 2015.
Santiago, Rose, their son Leonard, and Rosebelle are all laid to rest in the Lafayette
Cemetery, adjacent to the original location of the pool.

The Vargas Family including Mark, Ken, Dorothy, (Standing with Frank Archuleta), Jason, and Pilar,
at the naming of the Rose Lueras Swimming Pool on December 17, 2019.

In her Honor

In fall of 2019, Mr. Frank Archuleta, Rachel Hanson, and others shared this story with the
Lafayette Human Rights Commission. The Human Rights Commission in turn took the story
to the Lafayette City Council.
In a comprehensive proclamation, outgoing Mayor Alexandra Lynch apologized to the
Latino community on November 4, 2019, in this way:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Lafayette, Colorado, formally recognizes and express our gratitude and appreciation for
Rose Lueras, Rosebelle Lueras, and the other plaintiffs in the lawsuit;
and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lafayette,
Colorado, apologizes to the Lafayette community, and to the Latinx members of the
Lafayette community specifically, for the racist and discriminatory incidents involving
the City when Latinx community members were barred from entering the City Pool in
1934.

"

"

On December 17, 2019, the City of Lafayette dedicated and named the swimming pool
inside the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center in honor of Rose Lueras. Mayor Jamie Harkins
dedicated the pool with a plaque.

En su Honor

En el otoño de 2019, el Sr. Frank Archuleta, Rachel Hanson, y otros le compartieron esta
historia a la Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Lafayette. La Comisión de Derechos
Humanos, a su vez, llevó la historia al Concejo Municipal de Lafayette.
En una declaración integral, la alcaldesa saliente, Alexandra Lynch, se disculpó ante la
comunidad latina el 4 de noviembre de 2019, de la siguiente manera:
POR TANTO, SE RESUELVE AHORA, que la alcaldesa y el Concejo Municipal de la
Ciudad de Lafayette, Colorado, reconocen formalmente y expresan su gratitud y
aprecio por Rose Lueras, Rosebelle Lueras y los otros demandantes que intervinieron
en la demanda;
y SE RESUELVE que la alcaldesa y el Concejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Lafayette,
Colorado, se disculpan ante la comunidad latina y, en especial, ante los miembros
latinos de la comunidad de Lafayette, por los incidentes racistas y discriminatorios
que involucraron a la ciudad cuando se les prohibió a los miembros latinos de la
comunidad ingresar a la piscina de la ciudad en 1934.

"

"

El 17 de diciembre de 2019, la Ciudad de Lafayette dedicó y nombró a la piscina dentro del
Centro de Recreación Bob L. Burger en honor a Rose Lueras. La alcaldesa Jamie Harkins
dedicó la piscina con esta placa.

Racism & Discrimination at the Lafayette Swimming Pool, 1934
Racismo y descriminacion en la piscina de Lafayette, 1934
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CITY OF LAFAYETTE
PROCLAMATION
NAMING THE POOL AT BOB L. BURGER RECREATION
CENTER THE ROSE LUERAS POOL
November 4, 2019
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette is committed to fostering equity, social justice, and
freedom from fear of persecution based on race, ethnic heritage, country of origin,
immigration status, and ancestry; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette recognizes its shared responsibility in honoring the
history and traditions of our nation’s indigenous peoples; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette recognizes that one way to foster the City’s goals is to
share stories about our past to highlight injustices and promote the City’s goal of a
more inclusive and tolerant community; and
WHEREAS, it has been brought to the City of Lafayette’s attention that members of
Lafayette’s community, after extensive historical research, discovered racist and
discriminatory incidents toward Latinx community members in the 1930s in the City of
Lafayette’s history; and
WHEREAS, Latinx families in our communities, as in all parts of the Americas, have
endured centuries of racist and discriminatory practices, and continue to endure
racism and discrimination in all parts of America; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette acknowledges that injustices of the past, which, in
some instances, the City was a participant, continue to be deeply painful and have
significant impact on the City’s Latinx community; and
WHEREAS, in 1934, the City of Lafayette solicited donations from members of the
Lafayette community, including Latinx families, to build a public swimming pool (the
“City Pool”); and
WHEREAS, upon opening the City Pool, the City of Lafayette refused entry to Latinx
community members; and
WHEREAS, a young woman, Rose (Lovato) Lueras, when she was refused entry to the
pool, bravely filed suit against the City of Lafayette for its discriminatory and racist
practices, and Rose Lueras was joined by 25 other Lafayette community members as
plaintiffs in the suit; and
WHEREAS, Rose Lueras was run out of town by racist members of the community,
including Lafayette residents who were members of the Ku Klux Klan (“KKK”), when the
KKK burned crosses in the community and otherwise terrorized Rose Lueras and made
her fear for her safety; and
WHEREAS, upon leaving the City of Lafayette and moving to California, Rose Lueras
was killed prior to the case coming to trial, and her 13-year old daughter, Rosabelle
Lueras, bravely testified to the Boulder District Court about her mother’s actions to
fight the City’s racist and discriminatory practices; and
WHEREAS, the case was dismissed in the District Court of Boulder County and,
following appeal, dismissed in the Supreme Court of Colorado; and

WHEREAS, the City Pool was shuttered, filled in, and these events were forgotten as
part of the City’s history, and the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center was later built over
the remains of the City Pool; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette desires to share this story with its community, to
acknowledge past racist and discriminatory incidents toward its citizens, and to make
amends for past mistakes; and
WHEREAS, to carry out its responsibility in promoting the values of equity, social
justice, and freedom from fear of persecution based on race, ethnicity, and ancestry,
the City of Lafayette desires to provide a place for residents to show honor and respect
for Rose Lueras, her daughter, and the other plaintiffs in the lawsuit who fought for
civil rights, for their brave actions in fighting racial and social injustice; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette desires to honor Rose Lueras and, as such, desires to
name the pool at the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center, the Rose Lueras Pool at the Bob L.
Burger Recreation Center (the “Rose Lueras Pool”); and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette desires that a plaque at the Bob L. Burger Recreation
Center designating the Rose Lueras Pool will be a place for the public to observe, reflect,
learn, and to show honor and respect for the many Latinx community members who
have faced discrimination in our City; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Lafayette, Colorado, formally recognizes and express our gratitude and appreciation for
Rose Lueras, Rosabelle Lueras, and the other plaintiffs in the lawsuit; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lafayette,
Colorado, apologizes to the Lafayette community, and to the Latinx members of the
Lafayette community specifically, for the racist and discriminatory incidents involving
the City when Latinx community members were barred from entering the City Pool in
1934; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the pool at the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center shall be
named the Rose Lueras Pool at the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a plaque shall be placed at the Bob L. Burger Recreation
Center dedicated to the memory of Rose Lueras, Rosabelle Lueras, and the other
plaintiffs in the lawsuit, in recognition and respect for their bravery in fighting social
injustice.
RESOLVED AND PASSED THIS 4th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2019.
CITY OF LAFAYETTE, COLORADO
ATTEST:
_____________________________
________________________
Susan Koster, CMC, City Clerk
Alexandra Lynch, Mayor
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_____________________________
David S. Williamson, City Attorney

