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APPENDIX A – GLOSSARY
The following provides definitions of planning-specific terms and other terms from the document that require
clarification.
Accessory units
Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) — also referred to as accessory apartments, second units, or granny flats — are
additional living quarters on single-family lots that are independent of the primary dwelling unit. Accessory units
are often built to the rear of the primary residence and are smaller scale than the primary residential unit.
Adaptive reuse
Adaptive reuse is defined as the aesthetic process that adapts buildings for new uses while retaining their historic
features. Using an adaptive reuse model can prolong a building’s life by retaining all or most of the building system,
including the structure, the shell and even the interior materials. This type of revitalization is not restricted to
buildings of historic significance and can be a strategy adopted for various types of obsolete buildings.
Affordable Housing
Housing that is not subject to price increases resulting from the open market. Affordable housing typically involves
deed restrictions or other stipulations that limit the increase in the price or rental rate for housing over time,
which may or may not be permanent (or in perpetuity).
Bird City
The Bird City U.S.A. program provides direction, technical assistance, public attention, and national recognition
for municipalities and communities throughout the United States. Certified bird cities establish Natural Resource
Advisory Groups to facilitate and encourage educational opportunities that lead to an informed citizenry on topics
such as natural resources, ecosystems, open space, and natural corridors that provide habitat for migratory birds.
Bird cities recognize International Migratory Bird Day and also complete the requirements of the Bird & Wildlife
Sanctuary Program at one public, municipally managed location.
Business improvement district
A business improvement district (BID) is a defined area within which businesses are required to pay an additional
tax (or levy) in order to fund projects within the district’s boundaries. The BID is often funded primarily through
the levy but can also draw on other public and private funding streams. These districts typically fund services
which are perceived by some businesses as being inadequately performed by government with its existing tax
revenues, such as cleaning streets, providing security, making capital improvements, constructing pedestrian
and streetscape enhancements, and marketing the area. The services provided by BIDs are supplemental to
those already provided by the municipality. The revenue derives from a tax assessment on commercial property
owners, and in some cases, residential property owners.
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
Community-supported agriculture (CSA) is a system that connects the producer and consumers within the food
system more closely by allowing the consumer to subscribe to the harvest of a certain farm or group of farms. It is
an alternative socioeconomic model of agriculture and food distribution that allows the producer and consumer
to share the risks of farming.
In return for subscribing to a harvest, subscribers typically receive either a weekly or bi-weekly box of produce
or other farm goods. This includes in-season fruits and vegetables and can expand to dried goods, eggs, milk,
meat, etc. Typically, farmers try to cultivate a relationship with subscribers by sending weekly letters of what
is happening on the farm, inviting them for harvest, or holding an open-farm event. Some CSAs provide for
contributions of labor in lieu of a portion of subscription costs.
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Complete neighborhoods
The term “complete neighborhood” refers to a neighborhood where one has safe and convenient access to the
goods and services needed in daily life. This includes a variety of housing options, grocery stores and other
commercial services, quality public schools, public open spaces and recreational facilities, affordable active
transportation options, and civic amenities. An important element of a complete neighborhood is that it is built at
a walkable and bikeable human scale, and meets the needs of people of all ages and abilities.
Complete Streets
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, Complete Streets are streets designed and operated to
enable safe use and support mobility for all users. Those include people of all ages and abilities, regardless of
whether they are travelling as drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, or public transportation riders. The concept of
Complete Streets encompasses many approaches to planning, designing, and operating roadways and rights of
way with all users in mind to make the transportation network safer and more efficient. Complete Street policies
are set at the state, regional, and local levels and are frequently supported by roadway design guidelines.
Complete Streets approaches vary based on community context. They may address a wide range of elements,
such as sidewalks, bicycle lanes, bus lanes, public transportation stops, crossing opportunities, median islands,
accessible pedestrian signals, curb extensions, modified vehicle travel lanes, streetscape, and landscape
treatments. Complete Streets reduce motor vehicle-related crashes and pedestrian risk, as well as bicyclist
risk when well-designed bicycle-specific infrastructure is included. They can promote walking and bicycling by
providing safer places to achieve physical activity through transportation.
Conservation agriculture
As defined in Chapter 6, lands defined as “Agriculture” on the land use map are lands anticipated to remain in
agricultural or farm uses for the foreseeable future. The Agriculture land designation, therefore, provides for the
conservation of agriculture in identified areas around Lafayette.
Cultural Brokers
Cultural Brokers are individuals who are considered bridges, connectors, or mediators between groups or people
with different cultural contexts with the purpose of reducing conflict or producing change. They also perform
other tasks such as: mentoring, culture promotion, and activism, among others. The Cultural Brokers Resilience
Program in Boulder County has adopted the term “Cultural Brokering” as an umbrella term that encompasses
multiple individuals within a spectrum of skills applied, depending on their context.
Density bonus
A density bonus is an incentive-based tool that permits developers to increase the maximum allowable
development on a property in exchange for helping the community achieve public policy goals.
Development Code
The term “development code” refers to Chapter 26 (Development and Zoning) within the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Lafayette. This chapter is enacted to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the city,
and to ensure a logical growth of the various physical elements of the city; to lessen congestion in the streets; to
secure safety from fire, flood and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to improve housing standards;
to conserve property values; to prevent overcrowding; to facilitate adequate provisions of transportation,
water, sewage facilities, schools, parks and other public requirements; to promote commercial and industrial
development; and to preserve and promote the public health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the city and
the general public.
Diversity
Diversity is the range of human differences, including but not limited to race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity,
sexual orientation, age, social class, physical ability or attributes, religious or ethical values systems, national
origin, and political beliefs.
Source: Diversity and Inclusion Office, Ferris State University
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Downtown development authority
A downtown development authority (”DDA”) is an alternative way for municipalities to facilitate redevelopment
activities. A DDA is an independent governmental entity formed by a municipality pursuant to Title 31, Article
25, Part 8, Colorado Revised Statutes (the “DDA Act”). The purpose of a DDA is to halt or prevent deterioration
of property values or structures within central business districts, to halt or prevent the growth of blighted areas
within central business districts, and to assist municipalities in the development and redevelopment of central
business districts.The primary function of a DDA is to create and propose within the central business district a plan
of development for public facilities and other improvements to public and private property, including removal,
site preparation, renovation, remodeling, reconstruction or other changes in existing buildings, which may be
necessary or appropriate to implement the plan of development. Public facilities include streets, parks, plazas,
parking facilities, playgrounds, pedestrian malls, rights of way, structures, utility lines or pipes, and buildings
designated for use by the general public.
Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) Urban Center
DRCOG’s long range plans for the Denver region call for the development of vibrant urban centers connected by
a robust multimodal network throughout the metro area. All urban centers defined by DRCOG will:
»
Be active, pedestrian-, bicycle-, and transit-friendly places that are more dense and mixed in use than
surrounding areas;
»
Allow people of all ages, incomes and abilities to access a range of housing, employment, and service
opportunities without sole reliance on having to drive;
»
Promote regional sustainability by reducing per capita vehicle miles traveled, air pollution, greenhouse
gas emissions and water consumption; and
»
Respect and support existing neighborhoods
Equity
A situation where all groups have access to the resources and opportunities necessary to improve the quality
of their lives, and where differences in life outcomes cannot be predicted on the basis of race, class, or other
dimensions of identity.
Source: Interaction Institute for Social Change
Green alleys
Alleys that activate the public space for more than traditional uses (for vehicular use and garbage disposal) and
involve a combination of environmental, economic, and social purposes.
Historic preservation
Historic preservation is the identification, management, and protection of tangible elements from the past for
future generations. It is the history that we can see and experience. As we move into the future with the emergence
of new technologies, historic preservation provides an anchor to our past. Historic preservation encourages the
protection of historic and archaeological resources that are associated with important past events, themes, and
people; that are representative of periods and types of architecture; possess high artistic value; or that are likely
to yield valuable information about the past. Historic preservation helps us to know who we are by teaching us
about where we came from.
Inclusion
Inclusion is involvement and empowerment, where the inherent worth and dignity of all people are recognized. An
inclusive community promotes and sustains a sense of belonging; it values and practices respect for the talents,
beliefs, backgrounds, and ways of living of its members.
Source: Diversity and Inclusion Office, Ferris State University
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Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA)
As defined by the State of Colorado’s Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), an intergovernmental agreement (IGA)
is any agreement that involves or is made between two or more governments in cooperation to solve problems of
mutual concern. Intergovernmental agreements can be made between or among a broad range of governmental
or quasi-governmental entities. Governments use IGAs for cooperative planning, development review, resource
sharing, joint planning commissions, building inspection services, and other arrangements with other entities.
International Green Construction Code
The International Green Construction Code (IGCC) regulates construction of new and existing commercial
buildings. The release of Public Version 1.0 was announced by the International Code Council on March 11, 2010.
The IGCC was established to aid in the construction of sustainable buildings in the business and residential
sectors. Public Version 2.0 was released on November 19, 2010.
The goal of the IGCC is to decrease energy usage and carbon footprints along with several other issues.
»
The code addresses site development and land use, including the preservation of natural and material
resources as part of the process.
»
Enforcement of the code will improve indoor air quality and support the use of energy-efficient appliances,
renewable energy systems, water resource conservation, rainwater collection and distribution systems,
and the recovery of used water, also known as greywater.
»
The IGCC emphasizes building performance, including features such as a requirement for building
system performance verification along with building owner education, to ensure the best energy-efficient
practices are being carried out.
»
A key feature of the new code is a section devoted to “jurisdictional electives”, which will allow customization
of the code beyond its baseline provisions to address local priorities and conditions.
Micromobility
Micromobility refers to a range of small, lightweight vehicles operating at speeds typically below 25 km/h (15
mph) and driven by users personally (unlike rickshaws). Micromobility devices include bicycles, e-bikes, electric
scooters, electric skateboards, shared bicycles, and electric pedal assisted (pedelec) bicycles.
Multimodal
Multimodal planning refers to planning that considers various travel modes (walking, cycling, automobile, public
transit, etc.) and connections among modes.
Natural systems
In the field of ecology, a natural system is one that exists in nature, independent of any human involvement.
The natural system consists of all the physical and biological materials and their intertwined processes. The
study of the complex interactions of human societies and natural systems has become increasingly important
in the 21st century. Formerly, the two disciplines of sociology (the study of human society) and ecology were
formally separated but the relationships between human activity and the natural environment are crucial to
solving environmental issues.
Net Zero
Net Zero means consuming only as much energy as is produced, achieving a sustainable balance between water
availability and demand, and eliminating solid waste sent to landfills.
Open Space
As defined by the city’s Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Department, open space areas in the city are intended:
»
To preserve or restore natural areas, including the plants and animals that live there
»
To protect water resources and wildlife habitats
»
To provide a place for light recreational use such as walking, photography, or nature studies
»
To retain land for agricultural use
»
To safeguard the land for its contribution to our quality of life and the value of our homes
»
To shape the development of the city while limiting urban noise and congestion
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As defined in Chapter 6, open space areas in the City of Lafayette may be officially designated and owned by the
City of Lafayette, jointly owned between the city and other jurisdictions, or may be owned by an outside agency
or jurisdiction.
Parking Lot with Low Impact Design (LID)
Low Impact Design (LID) for parking lots refers to managing stormwater runoff from parking areas using
sustainable infrastructure techniques. As opposed to conventional stormwater drainage systems that employ
extensive concrete, pipes, and other infrastructure improvements to quickly move water away from the site, LID
techniques focus on filtering, infiltrating and storing water on-site, eventually leading to the natural evaporation
of water collected on-site. LID reduces infrastructure costs and helps to improve the water quality for stormwater
runoff collected as part of development.
Placemaking
Placemaking is a multi-faceted approach to the planning, design and management of public spaces. Placemaking
capitalizes on a local community’s assets, inspiration, and potential, with the intention of creating public spaces
that promote people’s health, happiness, and well-being. Placemaking is both a process and a philosophy that
makes use of urban design principles. It can involve either official and government led, or community driven grass
roots tactical urbanism, such as extending sidewalks with chalk, paint, and planters, or open streets events. Good
placemaking makes use of underutilized space to enhance the urban experience at the pedestrian scale.
Resilience
Planning for resilience empowers diverse stakeholders to evaluate plans, set strategic policies, and implement
projects that will enable communities to adapt and thrive when faced with challenges. Natural and human-caused
hazards constitute some of the acute “shocks” to which a community can be vulnerable. Other disruptive threats
include longer-term societal “stresses,” such as unemployment, poor access or barriers to education, crime, or
homelessness. Resiliency planning can include updating land use codes, zoning, development standards, incentive
programs, and other plans or policies to better prepare for likely shocks and stresses while also developing
measures that allow for action in the face of uncertainty or unexpected events.
Smart Cities
A “smart city” is a technologically modern community that uses different types of electronic methods, voice
activation methods and sensors to collect data. Information gained from that data are used to manage assets,
resources and services efficiently; in return, that data is used to improve the operations across the city. This
includes data collected from citizens, devices, buildings and assets that is then processed and analyzed to
monitor and manage traffic and transportation systems, power plants, utilities, water supply networks, waste,
crime detection, information systems, schools, libraries, hospitals, and other community services.
Social Vulnerability Index
Social vulnerability refers to the potential negative effects on communities caused by external stresses on
human health. Such stresses include natural or human-caused disasters, or disease outbreaks. Reducing social
vulnerability can decrease both human suffering and economic loss. The Social Vulnerability Index, developed by
the Centers for Disease Control and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, uses 15 U.S. Census
variables to help local officials identify communities that may need support before, during, or after disasters.
Streetscape
Streetscape is a term “that refers to or is used to describe the natural and built fabric of the street and is defined
as the design quality of the street and its visual effect.” The concept recognizes that a street is a public place where
people are able to engage in various activities. Streetscapes and their visual experience largely influence public
places where people interact, and it ultimately helps define a community’s aesthetic quality, economic activity,
health, and sustainability.
Sustainability
According to a 1987 United Nations report, sustainability is “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
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Transportation Demand Management
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) is a program of information, encouragement and incentives provided
by local or regional organizations to help people know about and use all of their transportation options to optimize
all modes in the system – and to counterbalance the incentives to drive that are so prevalent in subsidies of
parking and roads. TDM includes both traditional and innovative technology-based services to help people use
transit, ridesharing, walking, biking, and telework. TDM is a principle that helps guide the design of transportation
infrastructure so that alternatives to driving are naturally encouraged.
Tree City
The Arbor Day Foundation designates cities around the U.S. as “Tree Cities”. A community can receive annual Tree
City recognition by reaching overarching standards from the Foundation including: maintaining a tree board or
tree department; having a community tree ordinance; spending at least $2 per capita on urban forestry each year;
and celebrating Arbor Day annually.
Urban Growth Boundary
As defined by the Colorado Office of Smart Growth, urban growth boundaries are areas identified through public
policy as appropriate areas to experience increased population and land use intensity in the future. A number
of Colorado communities have established urban growth boundaries. Some municipal boundaries are selfdetermined as a matter of policy, some boundaries are determined through an Intergovernmental Agreement
with the county, and some Intergovernmental Agreements achieve agreed-upon boundaries between the county
and a few municipalities.
Urban renewal
Urban renewal in Lafayette refers to efforts by the city and community members to improve areas specifically
defined as the Old Town Urban Renewal Area and the South Boulder Road Urban Renewal Area. The city, through
the Lafayette Urban Renewal Authority (LURA), works in partnership with property owners to improve existing
structures, foster new development, and prevent deterioration of properties within the urban renewal districts.
Urban renewal authority (URA)
A URA is a local organization that a Colorado municipality must form before starting an urban renewal project.
Legally referred to as a “statutory body,” a URA’s singular purpose is to prevent and eliminate blight in the
community. A URA provides an opportunity for the city to target investment, public improvements and new
development. Under Colorado state statute, a URA is authorized to borrow money, issue bonds, and accept
grants from public and private sources. Tax incremental financing, or TIF, is the most common way that a URA can
help fund an urban renewal project.
Vision Zero
Vision Zero is a multi-national road traffic safety project that aims to achieve a highway system with no fatalities
or serious injuries involving road traffic.
Walk Score
A Walk Score is a number between 0 and 100 that shows just how walkable an apartment, home, or neighborhood
is in relation to area amenities. The scores break down in the following way:
»
0-24 — Car-Dependent.
»
25-49 — Mostly Car-Dependent.
»
50-69 — Moderately Walkable.
»
70-89 — Mostly Walkable.
»
90-100 — No Car Necessary.

7

